
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, January 02, 2020 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chair Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. 
Galati, Joseph Miceli and Julie Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, and 
Superintendent of Highway/Parks Annette Turnquist 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Galati made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Miceli, to accept the minutes 
of the November 6, 2019 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:   
Commissioner Galati made a motion nominating Mike Fasulo for Chairman.  Seconded by 
Commissioner DeFeo.  There were no other nominations and the motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion nominating Mike DeFeo for Vice Chairman.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Miceli.  There were no other nominations and the motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay reported that the winter slate of programs will start next week now that schools are 
back in session.  Men’s Basketball League will start next week also.  There are 14 or 15 teams 
this year.  He is very pleased with that.  Santa in the Park did not have many participants this 
year, but it had snowed that day and couldn’t be rescheduled.  The townwide Little League 
registration is this month at the high school.  They have online and in person registration for all 
youth baseball leagues and girls softball. 
 
Bus Trips for 2020 are in the packet.  Commissioners commented on the variety and number of 
trips offered.  There is really no minimum for the trips since we share the bus with other towns 
through the tour company, Silver Mills.  There is a pickup in Southington.  If trips need to be 
cancelled, it is done by the tour company.   
 
The 2019 Bow Hunting Report is in the packet.  It ended on December 31st (per state rules).  We 
had 18 registered hunters and two deer were taken out.  Mr. Lapreay said this was the lowest 
amount of hunters we have had.  The number has been declining over the past few years.  There 
were no problems and no issues safety-wise with the trail. 
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Proposed Recreation Department Budget for FY 2021.  Mr. Lapreay highlighted some of the line 
items in the proposed budget and responded to questions from Commissioners. Wages will go 
up; Finance Dept. will take care of that.  Dues and Conferences and Travel Reimbursement are 
up this year.  Mr. Lapreay plans to attend the national conference this year.  He did not go last  
year because of the Apple Harvest.  The Program Subsidies amount is what was agreed to by the 
Town Manager.  Most programs are self-supporting.  The entire budget shows a 1% increase 
from last year but it will go up when wages are included.  However, it will be under 2% increase.  
Chairman Fasulo will look for a motion under New Business. 
 
Capital Improvement Plan.  Mr. Lapreay noted that he put in for FY 2023-24 the purchase of a 
new Showmobile.  He priced it out and got a ballpark figure of $178,000 for a new one.  The 
current trailer is over 20 years old and was $95,000 at the time.  Donations were received back 
then and would be sought for the new one. 
 
Motion by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the report of the 
Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist said the equipment for the Memorial Park Playscape is in.  The contractor wants 
to start installing as soon as the weather breaks in the spring.  There is a meeting on Monday to 
review plans for the concession rest rooms.  Trails maintenance is being done. 
 
Parks Master Plan.  A plan was done probably 5-6 years ago.  It got a little outdated; priorities 
changed.  The Town Manager asked for Mrs. Turnquist and several others to rework the plan.  
She handed out copies to the commissioners.  It is broken into six phases.  Phase 1 is basically in 
progress (Memorial playscape and concession rest rooms).  The old plan was done by parks with 
Memorial being first, then Recreation, then Panthorn.  The new plan would go into all parks for 
specific work, such as tennis court work in all the parks, bathrooms, roads, etc.  Phase 2 will be 
in the Capital Improvement Plan this year. It is planned to do one phase per fiscal year.  Several 
items will be done simultaneously; she will check with Dave Lapreay so as not to disrupt any 
programs.  Once everyone has had a chance to review the plan, she can be emailed with any 
questions.  In response to a question, Mrs. Turnquist believes after the six phases are completed 
it will be maintenance for quite a while.  Commissioner Galati suggested a PR statement about 
the tennis courts so people who have been asking about them know it will be done. 
 
Commissioner Miceli made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo to accept the report of 
the Superintendent of Highway/Parks.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. League Subsidies.  Commissioner Galati asked how the leagues would know how much they 
will receive.  Mr. Lapreay said he would let them know.  It will be the same as last year. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1. Dog Park.  Chairman Fasulo presented a suggestion from Dave Zoni who spoke with Annette 
Turnquist, Keith Hayden, Vicky Triano and Mark Sciota regarding the parking lot at the dog 
park.  It always seems to be under water.  The suggestion was to shift the dog park so the other 
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side could be used for parking.  The area would then have grass which should help with 
drainage.  This is only in the discussion stage at this time.  What could be done by the town? It 
would need excavation and seeding.  More review and discussion is needed.   
 
It was also noted that a lot of out of towners are using the dog park.  One suggestion to curb that 
issue would be to have an electronic card operated gate for residents that they could get/purchase 
when they renew their dog licenses.  Question arose whether the dog park is for Southington 
residents only and if so, is there a sign stating that?  Mr. Lapreay will check on the policy and 
follow up.  Mrs. Turnquist said Engineering could probably do a survey and make a plan. 
 
2.  Recreation Department Proposed Budget for FY 21.  Commissioner Miceli made a motion to 
approve the proposed budget as presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Miceli made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Galati.  Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


